
 
Year 1 History: Explorers 

1. Key Knowledge 2. Core Vocabulary 
1 Christopher Columbus was an explorer. The king and queen of Spain 

gave him money to sail west, he landed in the Americas. 
Impact A strong effect or influence. 

2 In 1492 Christopher Columbus set sail with 3 ships. When the new lands 
were discovered Spain sent soldiers to take over the new lands. 

Explorer A person who explores a new or unfamiliar area 

3 Treasures like gold were taken and Spain became very rich. The people 
who lived on the islands were not treated well and some were taken as 
slaves. 

Voyage 
A long journey involving travel by sea or by space. 

4 In 1969 Neil Armstrong landed on the moon, he was the first man on the 
moon. 

Astronaut  A person who is trained to travel in a spacecraft. 

5 When Neil Armstrong landed on the moon he said ‘one small step for 
man, one giant leap for mankind’. 

International 
Space Station 

A large space craft that orbits the Earth. Astronauts can live on 
there for many months. 

6 Major Tim Peake was the first British astronaut to visit the International 
Space Station in 2015. 

Orbit  
The curved path of a spacecraft round a star, planet or moon. 
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